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November sees yet more registration records
· CV registrations set new November record at 33,896 units

· Year-to-date registrations up 7.0 per cent at 361,453 vehicles
· New annual record of over 390,000 likely at year-end

· Rolling year sets another record at 387,463
· November growth well spread across the main CV sectors
	New commercial vehicle registrations in the United Kingdom – 2004

	
	November
	% change
	Year-to-date 
	% change

	Total
	33,896
	9.3%
	361,453
	7.0%

	Light CVs
	27,900
	9.3%
	305,578
	8.3%

	Trucks
	5,726
	11.7%
	52,205
	1.3%

	Buses and coaches
	270
	- 24.8%
	3,670
	- 7.6%


'Another great month for commercial vehicle registrations in November means we are almost certain to set a new CV registration record at the end of the year. The strong, sustained investment in new vans and trucks shows little sign of slackening and good order books suggest that 2005 will be memorable too' SMMT chief executive, Christopher Macgowan said. 'This growth means the UK remains the second largest CV market in the EU.'
November market sees records broken yet again
CV registrations rose 9.3 per cent to 33,896 units in November. This was a record for the month and well above the 1999 - 2003 November average of 27,814. The previous record was 32,338 in November 1988.

November 2004 registrations pushed the rolling year total to 387,463. The year-to-date total hit 361,453 and totals for three and six months to November are up 9.2 and 6.9 per cent respectively. Since 1999, November has taken between 8.5 and 9.0 per cent of annual registrations. The November 2004 total is 21.9 per cent above this average.
Heavy vans continue to climb and drive forward the overall CV market 
Registrations of heavy vans, those from 2.6 to 3.5 tonnes, rose 10.7 per cent for November and 15.5 per cent for the year-to-date. On a net increase basis, this sector took 56.9 per cent of all CV registration growth in November and 102 per cent for the year to November. Most other sectors did well, except buses and medium weight trucks from 12 to 15 tonnes, car type pick-ups and 4x4 utilities, where figures fell slightly.
Medium vans up strongly
Medium vans from, 1.8 to 2.6 tonnes, saw registrations up 22.7 per cent in November, continuing to build on the 17.5 per cent year on year growth in October. Over the year-to-date, the medium van sector is up by 6.4 per cent. Ford's Transit Connect and Mercedes' Sprinter lead the pack.
Light vans down

Light vans, up to 1.8 tonnes, rose 4.2 per cent in November but dropped 2.2 per cent for the year-to-date. In this micro van sector, overall figures dropped, but Ford's Transit Connect, Nissan's Kubistar and Proton's Jumbuck saw growth.
Pick-ups and 4x4s drop
Registrations of 4x4 utility vehicles dropped just 0.8 per cent in November. This put the year-to-date total down 0.7 per cent. In annual terms, volume is relatively stable around 7,500 units. Car-type pick-up registrations dropped 1.9 per cent for the month and five per cent for the year-to-date. Again, the annual volume looks stable at around 13,000 units.
Trucks at 56,265 for the rolling year
Annual truck registrations dropped between July and October, but November saw an 11.7 per cent rise and the rolling year total back above 56,000. Over the year-to-November, trucks were up 1.3 per cent on the same period in 2003 and the November figures made the difference between some and no growth. Over the three and six months to November 2004, the figures were 3.4 and 1.1 per cent respectively.
Registrations of heavy trucks, over 15 tonnes, were up 13.6 per cent in November. For light and medium trucks, up to 15 tonnes, registrations grew 8.4 per cent. For the 11 months to November, heavy truck figures dropped 0.4 per cent while light and medium truck registrations rose four per cent.
For the three months to November, heavy truck registrations increased by 3.2 per cent while those for medium trucks grew 3.6 per cent.  For the six months to November, the respective changes were a fall of 1.1 per cent and for medium trucks an increase of 4.8 per cent.
Bus and coach registrations down 24.8 per cent
November 2004 bus and coach registrations dropped 24.8 per cent, with buses down 31.2 per cent and coaches up 28.9 per cent. Year-to-date bus registrations are down 12.4 per cent, with coach registrations up 7.9 per cent.  This year's November totals were more on a par with those seen in 2000 and 2002 and 13.5 per cent below the average 1999 - 2003 November registration level.  Given the significant variations that can typify month-on-month comparison, it is more useful to compare year-on-year increases over a number of months.  The table below shows data for the three and six months to November.  The rolling year totals for buses at November was 2,931 and, for coaches 1,107.

Bus and coach registrations for the three and six months to November:
	New bus and coach registrations in the United Kingdom – 2004

	November 2004
	 3 Months to date
	% change
	6 months to date
	% change

	Total
	946
	- 10.2%
	1,913
	- 3.4%

	Buses
	767
	- 11.4%
	1,512
	- 5.5%

	Coaches
	179
	- 4.8%
	401
	5.2%


SMMT bus and coach data covers all vehicles over 3.5 tonnes gvw - the analysis is based on buses as 'fare stage PSVs'. Some buses are also in with vans and truck registration figures.  Over the 11 months to November 2004 and 2003, the cumulative totals were 396 and 347 respectively.  Please see to the footnote to the main schedule analysis by maker.
If you have any questions, please call Robin Dickeson on + 44 (0)2 073 449 222 
Mobile +44 07 974 436 641  E-mail rdickeson@smmt.co.uk

[image: image1.wmf]All new CV registrations Jan 2002 to date

310

320

330

340

350

360

370

380

390

J

0

2

A

J

O

J

0

3

A

J

O

J

0

4

A

J

O

J

0

5

12 month moving totals



[image: image2.wmf]All new LCV registrations Jan 2002 to date

255

270

285

300

315

330

J

0

2

A

J

O

J

0

3

A

J

O

J

0

4

A

J

O

J

0

5

12 month moving totals



[image: image3.wmf]All new Truck registrations Jan 2002 to date

50

51

52

53

54

55

56

57

J

0

2

M

M

J

S

N

J

0

3

M

M

J

S

N

J

0

4

M

M

J

S

N

J

0

5

12 month moving totals


The charts above show the rolling year statistics – cumulative 12 monthly totals to each month
Strong November CV market





Annual, rolling year total now close to 390,000 units.





Growth of 9.3 per cent over November 2003.





Growth in November spread over the key CV sectors.








November up 9.3 per cent





4x4s drop just 0.8 percent.





LCV to 1.8t up 4.2 per cent, year-to-date down 2.2 per cent.





Car-type pick-ups fall 1.9 per cent, with year-to-date down five per cent.





Heavy vans 2.6t-3.5t up 10.7 per cent in November and up 15.5 per cent year-to-date.





Annual truck volume stable





Registrations stable around 56,000 on a rolling year basis.





Annual volumes likely to be constant in the near term.





November sees 13.6 per cent rise in trucks >15t, but YTD down by 0.4 per cent.
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